
Cabinetry. Medium-density fiberboard (MDF) wood is used in the cabinetry and the wall panels, 
including the one on which this sign printed. MDF is an engineered wood product that can be made of 
re-used wood or other fibers. It is important to look for MDF products that do not off-gas formaldehyde 
or other Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs).

Carpet. Many carpets on the market today include recycled plastic. You can easily find greener 
carpet products. The carpets in the Watershed Center contain 40% recycled materials.

Roof.  The metal (exterior roof) is both recyclable and recycled. On average, most metal has 90 to 
95% recycled content. For efficiency, the roof also has rigid insulation panels with a 10% preconsumer 
recycled content.

Composite Decking, like the decking on the entranceway and fishing piers, is usually made with 
recycled plastic, and re-used “waste” materials like sawdust or rice hulls. Besides diverting waste from 
landfills and taking potential waste and making a useful product, the composite decking requires little 
or no maintenance in comparison to wood.

Permeable Pavers are a durable, attractive paving option that reduces stormwater runoff by 
allowing water to soak into the block, and through the cracks between the blocks.  Pervious surfaces 
can also delay peak discharges and improve water quality. The blocks can be made with recycled con-
crete. Locally produced limestone products are used for the bed.

Windows. The windows in the building are very efficient, with insulated glazing designed to reflect
unwanted heat. The glass is recyclable, and the rot resistant aluminum frames are roughly 81% 
recycled content.

Steel is a strong and versatile building product that is totally recyclable—in fact, the steel from this 
project has a 100% recycled content!

Walls. Interior walls contain fiberglass insulation with 35% post-consumer recycled content.
The cement blocks used for the walls of the bathroom structure have a 54% pre-consumer 
recycled content

Concrete. Concrete has many advantages. It is made largely from limestone quarried and manu-
factured locally, cutting down on the cost and energy required for transportation. It is durable and 
long lasting, but it can also be recycled. By adjusting the recipe, it can also be poured as a porous, or 
pervious surface that water can soak through rather than run off. This concrete is also about 3% fly 
ash, a waste product from coal burning power plants.

Recycled Materials / Green Products

Solid Waste Management District O—whose mission it is to enable participating counties and communities to provide safe, 
reliable, and cost effective solid waste disposal, recycling, and waste reduction services—has served Christian, Dallas, Greene, Polk, 
& Webster counties since 1992.  In the last 16 years, Solid Waste District O has awarded over $1.8 million dollars in District 
Grants, which fund local projects that fulfill our mission statement and divert recyclables from the waste stream.  During our 

FY2010 grant cycle, we were very pleased to award the Watershed Committee of the Ozarks a grant in the amount of $50,000 to help cover construction costs 
of the Community Room at the new Watershed Center at Valley Water Mill Park. Not only will recycled materials be used in the actual construction, but this 
room will serve as an ongoing recycling/sustainabilty educational tool for an estimated 15,000 visitors each year. 


