
 

Director’s Update—We’re Moving! 

Since the 1980’s, 320 North Main Avenue has been the home base of the Watershed  

Committee of the Ozarks.  The space has been ours all these years thanks to the gen-

erosity of City Utilities, who allowed us to occupy the building that was once their 

electric meter shop.  But before Watershed was here, and even before the meter shop 

was here, a coal gasification facility occupied the address (from about 1890 to 1920).  

Underneath the ground lingers residual pollution from that enterprise, and the 

building will be removed to allow for the clean-up of the site.   

We have many great memories at 320 N. Main, but we are looking forward to an  

interim “new home” at the C. W. Titus Education Facility at the Watershed Center.  

We  applaud the leadership of CU for making the decision to remove the pollution 

and advance our community a step closer to a clean Jordan Valley and West Mead-

ows area.  After October 15th, come see us at the Watershed Center! 

 —Mike Kromrey, Executive Director 
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We are excited to announce that we met our fundraising goal of $20,000 at the Summer Gala.  These 

funds will help us make repairs to the boardwalk along the lake at the Watershed Center and help us 

keep pace with the growing demand for our       

education programs.  

The food was fantastic, the art was exceptional, 

and the Springfield Art Museum venue was cool, 

both literally and figuratively on the hot July Day.   

Several attendees expressed  similar comments: 

that this event is quickly becoming a favorite     

because of the opportunity to reconnect with old 

friends and meet new people with similar           

interests—and it is laid back and fun.  Thank you 

to our silent auction donors, the sponsors listed to 

the right, plus Bass Pro Shops, Bud and Mary    

Hogan, Kraft Foods, and all who attended.  Put 

Saturday, July 16th on your calendar for next 

year...           —Mike Kromrey, Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watershed Summer Gala Success!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Big Urbie (a.k.a. Springfield-Greene County Urban Watershed Stewardship      

Project, Section 319 Nonpoint Source Implementation Grant) has successfully been 

completed and has come to an end. In four years with six partner organizations 

we were able to accomplish a lot of stormwater improvements.  Below is a bulleted list of some of the 

accomplishments. A special thank you goes out to all of the Big Urbie grant partners and project   

partners; many people helped make these projects possible! To view pictures and reports visit 

www.bigurbie.org. 

 25 Stormwater improvement projects 

 9,250 Native plantings 

 28,562 Gallons of rainwater harvesting capability 

 998 Water quality samples collected 

 84 Soil tests 

 7 River clean-ups 

 6 Educational workshops 

 4 Field days 

Fall Medicine Take-Back Event Scheduled for September 26th 

Clean out your medicine cabinet, it is time for the Fall Medicine Take-Back Event. Ozark Area Phar-

macy Association will host the medication take-back event in collaboration with the Greene County 

Sheriff's Department, City of Springfield, Watershed Committee of the Ozarks, SafeKids Springfield, 

and area pharmacies. The event will be held on Saturday, September 26th from 10:00 to 2:00 at local 

area pharmacies.  An informational flyer with pharmacy locations will be posted soon. Unused or    

expired medications are a public safety issue and if disposed of improperly can cause problems for 

aquatic ecosystems.  Medication take-back events provide a means for safe disposal of prescription 

and over-the-counter medications.   

 —Stacey Armstrong, Projects Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Big Urbie: Governmental Plaza Bio Swale  Big Urbie: Rain Garden on Campbell Avenue  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer at the Watershed Center 

This summer has been our best yet, thanks to stellar volunteers and interns.  Their assistance has 

allowed us to complete some great projects and take a few trips, and also participate in some profes-

sional development opportunities while they ran the show. One such trip took me to Georgia for a 

week of floating with Holly Neill of Missouri Stream Team and Watershed Coalition. Please search 

our blog for Paddle Georgia to read more about that adventure.  Another was the Land Ethic Leaders 

Conference at the Leopold Center in Wisconsin.   

As we wrapped up the season, the last assignment for my tried-and-true volunteers was to put to-

gether the following newsletter article. Veteran Watershed Volunteer Levi Decker always works on 

the spreadsheets that hold all of our field trip and outreach data. This time, he went a step further 

and put together the table with data from our spreadsheet and he also wrote the summary below. Af-

ter Levi’s contribution, the three summer interns, Amanda Stadler, Brandi Silvey, and Thomas Pesek, 

wrote the account of their summer experience. With that, I will leave it to our Watershed Center   

Volunteers to fill you in on the rest! 

- Rob Hunt, Watershed Center Coordinator  

Summer Education and Outreach by Levi Decker 

Throughout the summer the Watershed hosted 36 field trips. These field trips included 25 different 

schools from the Springfield area and a total of 1,233 students from the 25 schools. In addition to the 

field trips, the Watershed did a community outreach program. The outreach program went to 5 loca-

tions in the Springfield area and talked with at least 45 students from 8 different schools or pro-

grams. 

 

 

 

Summer Internship by Amanda, Brandi, and Thomas 
 
Each summer the Watershed Committee of the Ozarks accepts a 
few lucky people to volunteer as interns with Rob Hunt at the Wa-
tershed Center at Valley Water Mill Park. This summer there were 
three of us, each with different motivations for volunteering. We 
came from different backgrounds; one, an undergrad studying Ge-
ology, another a grad student in Biology, and another a life-long 
learner. However, each of us is passionate about water and the 
great outdoors. It was an exciting and memorable summer for all of 
us: full of field trips, new experiences, and life-long connections. 
 
A lot of our summer was spent working with students at the Water-
shed Center, from elementary students to college students. Some of the kids had been to the Water-
shed Center before, but for many it was their first exposure to water in its natural environment. 
While doing a hike around the lake, one enthusiastic kid yelled, “Look at that beautiful nature!”   

Total Field Trips Number of Students Number of Schools 

36 1,233 25 

Watershed Center Update 

Summer Intern Brandi with students 

on a field trip 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Internship by Amanda, Brandi, and Thomas (continued) 
 
It was inspiring to work hands-on with kids and teach them about water, karst, springs, macro-
invertebrates, wildlife habitats, and more.  
 
The summer held new experiences for us as well: the first time holding a crawdad, getting stung by 
wasps, and using a weed-eater. It was the first time two of us had the opportunity to work with and 
engage large groups of students. Public speaking is 
one thing, but interacting with and keeping middle 
school kids interested in water quality is a specific 
skill. It was also the first time some of us had done 
urban biking or explored the underground tunnels of 
Jordan Creek.  We also learned about native plants, 
invasive species, mushrooms, birds, green building, 
local environmental programs, and teamwork.  
 
In addition to new experiences, our summer was full 
of new connections to the Ozarks and other water-
loving people. We learned so much about the history 
of this area and how daily choices we make connect to 
our current and future water quality. People through-
out time have valued the land that the Watershed 
Center sits on. Native Americans spent time here, as 
well as early settlers. The spring, streams, and lake 
here are still important to our water supply today.   
 
Interning at the Watershed Center and learning from Rob over the last 2 months has been an invalu-
able experience for all of us. We walk away with a better understanding of water and how it impacts 
individuals and communities. And so, our summer (our weed pulling, crawdad catching, popsicle 
eating, and water loving summer) is over.  
 

The 2015 Summer Interns 

Brandi Silvey, Amanda Stadler, and Thomas Pesek  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watershed Center Update Cont.- 

Summer interns Amanda and Brandi Summer intern Thomas working on the prairie  

Students on a Watershed Center field trip and clean-up  



 

320 N. Main Avenue 
Springfield, MO  65806 
 

Financial Assistance Available for Onsite Wastewater Systems 

Thanks to the hard work of Ozarks Water Watch, it is now possible for people in the Upper 

White River Basin (which includes the upper James River and its tributaries) to receive fi-

nancial assistance to repair or replace failing onsite wastewater or “septic” systems. It’s called 

the Onsite System Remediation Project, and the goal is to improve and protect water quality 

by assisting area residents in remediating their onsite septic system problems.   

The funding is made possible by the Department of Natural Resources and the program was 

secured and administered by Ozarks Water Watch.  All monies are provided to homeowners 

as half grant and half zero interest loan and the amount of financial assistance available to 

citizens is BASED ON INCOME. The grant percentage provided ranges from 40% to 100%, 

but homeowners of any income level in the target watershed can qualify for some assis-

tance.  For more details, visit the website of Ozarks Water Watch or call Ronna Haxby at 

417.739.5001. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


