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3. Dig a shallow, flat-bortomed hole with

sides, The average depth of a rain garden is 612", ].H.'I-'I:H.E-[H:It
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on the downside of your rain n. ¥ou may want to fest your
sail's pl, as wildflowers grow best in soil with a pIl level
between 5.5-7.5. Call 1=800-D1G-RITE before yvou dig.

4. Test the overflow pattern. Fill the excavated area
water and ohserve the overflow o cnsure ]tﬂl:ll"Ea'hli]"Fl‘l:lm
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5. Direct your ﬂllﬂﬂinm;.mwningndm if necessary h}r
digging a shallow channel or using drainpipe.

6. Plant! Mix your amendments in the bortom of the garden
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a Rain Garden

deprersiom 6-12 incbes drep
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* Wter you newly-planed i garden during

* Woed regulardy for the first year.

* Remove any dead seems or seed heads thar do
not appeal 1o youw

Evaluate your rain garden each year. Fill any
holes with the addition of other appropriare
native plant species.

* To keep your garden looking neat, maintain its boundary by

clipping and mowing. Consider edging the rain garden with
natural stone on the downhill side. Avoid wsing a raised edpe

trearment where water flows into the rain garden.

* In carly spring, cut back the dormant vegerarion to stimulate
new growth. Leave the plants scanding throughout the winter,
for visual interest. Many of the native grasses look especially
artractive during this time of year.

* Do not spread or spray kawn fertilizers too close to your rain
parden. When native planes are fervilized, especially with
nitrogen, they tend to grow too tall to hold themselves upright.
Fertilizing can stimulate weed growth and creare comperition
for the narive plants.

nml:l:h. If you add mulch before planting, simply move it aside
when digging holes, or after planting, place mulch loosely around
plants. Untreated shredded hardwood is best as it won't floar out
of en, but any mulch is acceptable,

For more information about rain gardens, rain barrels, and other ways you can belp with local efforts to keep water clean, visit:
www.jamesriverbasin.com = www.springfieldmo.gov/stormwater = www.watershedcommittee.org
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What Is a Rain Garden?

Rain gardens are shallow depressions hilled with native plants designed to catch and
absorb storm water runoff from roots, streets, parking lots and other areas. Storm water
runoff can negatively impact our waterways by increasing erosion and contributing harmiful
pollutants picked up from vards, streets, and parking lots. Rain gardens help reduce these
negative impacts and recharge the groundwater aquifer by utilizing storm water runotf as a
resource rather than channeling it to storm drains which lead directly to area creeks, rivers
and lakes. Water that is caught in a rain garden either infiltrates into the ground, is taken up
bv plant roots, or evaporates into the air. Mative plants are a good choice for rain gardens
because they are adapted to our local growing conditions. They have massive root systems
that keep soil from eroding, help water soak into the ground, and keep the plants alive during
droughts. Mative plants are also a vital component in our local web of life as they provide
food and shelter to insects including pollinators.

Local Rain Garden Demonstration Projects:

For more information and photos: www springfieldmo. gov/stormwater 4
Springhield-Greene County Library Center, 4653 5. Campbell Ave
Rountree Neighborhoaod, 1100 Elock 5. Weller Ave. 5
First Unitarian Liniversalist Church, 2434 E. Battlefield Rd. 7o 8
Watershed Center, 2450 E. Valley Water Mill Rd.
Community Foundation of the Orzarks, 425 E. Trafficway St 6
Horace Mann Elementary, 3745 5. Broadway Ave, 11+
Rutledge-Wilson Community Farm Park, 36825 W Farm Rd. 146
Cruse Dog Park, Grand and Kansas Expy.

Orzark 4-H Building, Finley River Park 10+

10. Park Hill Subdivision, Nixa =
11. Bantlefield City Hall, 5434 5. Tower Drive
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Palm S5edge |i2-24%

Bloam: May-huly

May-August

Calar bars correspond to

calendar cobors,

Virginka Sweetspine (34

River Birch j4c70)

Baldcypress (56-70%)
Bl

Rain Garden ldeas

This design teatures mainly grasses mixed with Howering This design teatures a colorful mix of plants that bleom from
planis in white and purple. Grasses wark well to slow the How of May through October, Colors correspond to bloom
water where it enters the garden. Colors correspond te bloom BFL = Bunchilower Lily GF = Garden Phiox
P5S= Palm Sedge PES = Prairie Blazing Star B8G = Bottlebrush Grass 0CF =  Orange Coneflower
LES = Little Bluestem TS = Tussock Sedge FaB = Fasglove SBF = Southern Blue Flag
WH = Wild Hydrangea Beardtorgue SB5 = Shining Blue Star

IPW = oo Pye Weed W= Sneezeweed
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PLAN

Plant hﬂighl & Hl;ll;ll'l'lilg, Place taller plants in the middie for a rain garden thal is wewed from all sides, or place in the back i your
garden i aleng a fence, Think about when blaoms appear Choase a vanety of plants that blocen throughout the growing seasan.

Use this workshest to skefch your ideas estimating the garden's size and shape, plant selection, placement and quantity, rock, or any other
da.rgn features. Scals- I|'E1 =y
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