





























EDUGATION & OUTREAGH

A LOOK AT THE NUMBERS

Outreach Activity Participants
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Activity 2021 2022 2023 2024

On Site Educational Program Participants 3,494 3,063 5,072 4,559
On Site Educational Programs 64 68 79 109
Community Events Participated In 4 10 17 26
Jordan Creek Tours 22 25 21 28
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Valley Water Mill Park

A HUB FOR NATURE & EDUCATION

Valley Water Mill Park continues to be a vital resource for both recreation and
environmental education in our community. New data from Placer.ai, provided by our
local Chamber of Commerce, reveals insights into visitor trends that highlight the park's
increasing role as a resource for our region. In 2022, the park welcomed over 20,600
unique visitors across an estimated 44,500 total visits.

The park’s amenities, including walking trails, the Watershed Center, and the unique
karst topography, attract a diverse range of visitors. The data also highlights the park’s
ability to draw in attendees from outside the immediate region, contributing to its
regional significance. This increase in visitor traffic over the years illustrates the
importance of continued efforts in conservation, education, and park maintenance.

One notable trend is the sustained increase in park attendance since the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. Like many outdoor spaces, Valley Water Mill Park saw a
spike in visitation during the pandemic as people sought safe areas to enjoy nature.

This increase has continued through 2022, reinforcing the park’s role as a green space
for the community. Today, it remains a beloved destination for nature lovers, families,
and students alike. The accompanying chart illustrates these visit trends over the years.

Placer.al Data 2017 - 2022
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Grants and Awards

The Watershed Committee of the Ozarks has earned over 11 million dollars in grant revenue
over our 40-year history, and over 3 million in the last 5 years. These funds have enabled us

to positively impact valuable and irreplaceable water resources and our community’s

connection to them. Grants and awards are a great way to leverage local funds and advance

our mission. Below is a table representing grant activity within the last three years:

USDA James River Headwaters RCPP Award 2021 2,225,247
CFO Collective Impact Grant 2021 25,000
Upper Little Sac Watershed 319 Grant 2021 400,000
CFO CIG Grant 2022 21,060
National Parks Service Foundation 2022 84,628
Southeast Rotary and Rotary International 2022 14,630
Springfield Metro Rotary 2022 6,500
Hatch Foundation Grant 2023 300,000
HDR Grant 2023 45,555
Community Foundation of the Ozarks 2023 16,000
Forvis Foundation 2024 10,000
Upper James River DNR 319 2024 400,000
BPS and Cabella’s Outdoor Fund 2024 5,000
CFO Fellowship Grant 2024 15,000
CFO Musgrave Foundation Grant 2024 5,000
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